Battle at Colmar                      287
true chief of Rome were not in the treacherous Senate, but were before him there on the field in the persons of Caesar and his legions
More might have passed between tjjem, but Ano-vistus thought to end the conference by a stroke of treachery His German guard had stolen round to where the Romans stood, and, supposing that they had Gauls to deal with, were trying to surround and disarm them The men of the 10th legion stood firm; Osesar fell back and joined them, and, contenting themselves with simply driving off the enemy, they rode back to the camp
The army was now passionate for an engagement Ariovistus affected a desire for further communication, and two officers were dispatched to hear what he had to say, but they were immediately seized and put in chains, and the Germans advanced to within a few miles of the Roman outposts The Romans lay intrenched near Cernay The Germans were at Col-mar Caesar offered battle, which Ariovistus declined Cavalry fights happened daily which led to nothing CfiBsar then formed a second camp, smaller but strongly fortified, within sight of the enemy, and threw two legions into it Anovistus attacked them, but he was beaten back with loss The " wise women" advised him to try no more till the new moon But Csesar would not wait for the moon, and forced an engagement The wives and daughters of the Germans rushed about their camp, with streaming hair, adjuring their countrymen to save them from slavery The Germans fought like heroes , but they could not stand against the short sword and hand-to-hand grapple of the legionaries Better arms and better discipline again asserted the superiority , and